Earlier this year, a graduate student asked me how data scientists and informaticians could be viewed as "research parasites." I have been reflecting on this question as a biomedical informatician passionate about data sharing and open science. While some may fear that using someone else's data will disprove earlier published results or steal credit and productivity, many of us view the real benefits of open science as reproducibility of results and exploration and unveiling of new truths. Open science is no longer just the dream of visionaries and the privilege for a few, it is a reality demanded by the public and government agencies.
The biomedical informatics field has exploded the past few decades because of access to a wealth of data from genomic sequencing, research on gene regulation, reinvention of artificial intelligence and machine learning, and clinical data research networks using electronic health records, to name a few. The boundaries of biology, medicine, and behavioral science are blurring, and being tied together by quantitation and computation. We, as biomedical informaticians and data scientists, should be proud of our accomplishments in biomedical informatics and grateful to the pioneers in our field -the risk takers who departed from traditional careers to forge a new discipline. Our field is now rightfully recognized as critical for the success of important initiatives to advance human health as evidenced by the prominence of informatics in the president's precision medicine initiative.
We should not be deterred by misperceptions of a few colleagues and should continue to share data and ideas, and collaborate with colleagues from many disciplines without any reservations. Our field is a prime example of how embracing diverse backgrounds, experiences, and cultures help us move forward faster. For instance, we are playing a major role in transforming healthcare and public health by developing new tools to track diseases and monitor the success of interventions, including those enabled by social media. Partnerships among a new generation of biomedical informatics scientists and biomedical and behavioral researchers will bring new ideas and ideals. By understanding and embracing the power of open science, together we will continue to thrive towards a common goal: to accelerate health science discoveries through information and computation. 
